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DRAFT PROGRAMME 

EUROPEAN BUSINESS SUMMIT 2021 
17-18 November 2021 

 
 
 

BEYOND RECOVERY:  
TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE AND INNOVATIVE EUROPE  

 

 
This pivotal year for Europe’s recovery has brought many challenges as well as new 
perspectives and opportunities for transformation, which have made coming together to 
debate and discuss Europe's pressing issues more important than ever. As it has done 
for over 20 years, the European Business Summit is uniquely positioned as a 
debating platform for policy, business, and academia.  
 
This year, the European Business Summit will highlight Europe’s ongoing digital and 
sustainable shifts and its renewed cooperation with longstanding partners and 
neighbours – three major axes critical for the global economic recovery, to develop 
Europe’s resilience, efficiency in the fields of energy and agriculture, as well as creating 
stable global supply chains. Keeping our continent at the forefront of innovation on the 
world stage will require efforts and investments from both the public and the private 
sector; but creating social acceptance will also be key to broaden the use and the 
efficiency of these new technologies.   
 
Through a hybrid event combining a physical and online participation, this edition will be 
very timely to reflect on the implementation and the business’ contribution to the EU’s 
economic and social recovery plan, the Green Deal, and to discuss the post-Covid-19 
roadmap. The new format of the Summit will include an in-person event with limited 
attendance and exclusive networking opportunities as well as the live-streaming of 
each panel discussion and interview. 
  

 
Pillar 1:  

Building a sustainable 
economy 

 
Pillar 2:  

Developing a reliable 
online ecosystem 

 

 
Pillar 3:  

Europe’s global trade 
partnerships 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW 
THEMATIC PILLARS 

 
Each pillar will consist of a set of panels and interviews. 

Some can be tailormade on demand.  
 
 
 
Pillar 1: Building a sustainable economy 
  

 
 

Rebooting the European economy is the number one priority within the European 

Union. A strong economy is necessary in order to develop the EU’s resilience and 

tackle the challenges ahead. Not only is short-term recovery essential, but long-term 

strategies are also to be put in place to ensure that the EU achieves its ambitious 

climate objectives, remains a leading actor worldwide but also builds an inclusive 

economy that works for its citizens and consumers. In this light, several overarching 

priorities including financing the research and development of innovation will be key 

to implementing the Green Deal, in the energy and the agriculture sector - among 

others – while leaving no one behind. 

 

#Sustainability #Recovery #EnergyTransition #Agriculture #Investment #Innovation 
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Pillar 2: Developing a reliable online ecosystem  
 
 

 
 
 
The EU’s transition to the digital age is one of the biggest challenges of the decade, 

which will undoubtedly require a cooperative relationship between big tech and the 

European institutions. From regulating platforms and content as well as high-risk 

artificial intelligence, to fostering new innovative digital technologies, there are many 

opportunities to help businesses adapt to this fast-evolving ecosystem. Protecting 

consumers from cyberthreats, illegal data mining and harmful content is indeed critical 

to the EU’s competitiveness, sovereignty and attractiveness.  

 

#Cybersecurity #DMA #DSA #ArtificialIntelligence #Data #DigitalTransition 
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Pillar 3: Europe’s global trade partnerships 
 

 
 
 
Strategic autonomy has fast become one of the EU’s most pressing objectives on the 

international stage. Indeed, the pandemic has shown the importance of controlling 

supply chains but also of building strong and stable partnerships with Europe’s 

neighbours and partners based on solidarity and cooperation. Broader market access 

and new trade opportunities are key to strengthening Europe’s role abroad and 

protecting its interests. How will the EU adapt to the post-pandemic international order, 

which will notably be shaped by a new transatlantic relationship?  

 

#StrategicAutonomy #SupplyChains #TradePartnerships #EUChina #EUAfrica 

#TransatlanticRelationship #Healthcare 

 
FORMAT 

PANEL INTERVIEW 
1 hour of discussion 15 to 30 minutes 

4/5 speakers from policy, business and civil 
society or academia 

One-on-one or two-on-one interview with a 
journalist (Bloomberg, Euronews, WSJ, FT) 

 
+/- 6 000 online viewers; limited number of high-level participants onsite  

with exclusive networking opportunities 
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DETAILED PROGRAMME: INTERACTIVE PANELS 
 

PILLAR 1: Building a sustainable economy 
 
è ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 
I1 – A conversation with Clément Beaune 
 
Interview with France’s Secretary of State for European Affairs 
 

 
I2 – A conversation with Mathias Cormann 
 
Interview with the OECD Secretary General 
 

 
I3 – A conversation with Prof. Maria Leptin 
 
Interview with the European Research Council President 
 

 

S1 - Post-Covid economy: what does the ‘new normal’ look like?  
 
With the review of each country’s recovery plan to be completed by July, Europe’s 
economic recovery has been set in motion: Germany plans to use about half the 
funds on digitalisation, while France should use half on green priorities. In parallel, 
many initiatives on transparency and taxation are trying to shape the economy’s 
future.  
 

• Is the approval process fast enough to ensure a swift recovery?  
• Will a second recovery plan be needed?  
• How to make sure that the recovery funds flow where it is needed?  
• What impact might more fiscal transparency and a G7 global tax deal have?  

 
 
POLICY 

• Representative of the European Commission 
• MEP Irene Tinagli (co-chair, EP’s recovery and resilience facility WG)  

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  

• Prof. André Sapir (ULB) 
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PILLAR 1 

S2 - Fiscal transparency and global taxation: overly ambitious or 
achievable? 

According to the OECD, 4-10% of global corporate-tax revenues per year around 
the world were lost in 2015 due to tax evasion and tax avoidance strategies. But the 
unprecedented G7’s proposed global corporate tax agreement, would raise the 
effective minimum corporate tax rate to 15 per cent. In parallel, the EU launched its 
New European Tax Observatory in June 2021.  

• How would such initiatives on transparency and taxation shape the 
economy’s future? 

• What impact might more fiscal transparency and a G7 global tax deal have?  
 

POLICY  
• Zayda Manatta, Head of the Secretariat at the Global Forum on Transparency 

and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, OECD 
• Philippe Lamberts, MEP  

 
è GREEN DEAL 
 

S4 - Opening conversation with EVP Timmermans  
 

S5 - Which energy mix for a successful clean transition?  
 
The European Recovery plan is an exceptional opportunity for governments and the 
industry to rethink current energy and industry models to frame a more sustainable 
future by embracing the green transition as part of the rebuilding process. There are 
a lot of different options to decarbonize the economy that are being explored at the 
European level, from the production of hydrogen to the role of gas and nuclear 
energy in the taxonomy.  

• Which energy mix will be the most efficient to achieve carbon neutrality? 
• How to boost production of renewable and green energy sources?  
• How can companies better cope with the new realities of energy markets? 
• How to ensure affordability for consumers? 

 
POLICY 

• Kadri Simson, EU Commissioner for Energy  
• MEP Pascal Canfin  

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
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PILLAR 1 

S6 – Developing Europe’s hydrogen market  

Used to produce fertilizers, plastics, fuels or steel, hydrogen which mainly comes 
from fossil fuels, such as natural gas, represents only a sliver of the EU-energy 
mix. But in order reach climate neutrality by 2050, that will need to change. The 
European Hydrogen Strategy aims at the production of up to ten million tonnes of 
renewable hydrogen in the EU by 2030. It will require targeted public and private 
financing, research and development, as well as the installation of new infrastructure 
like pipelines and electrolysers.  

§ How to stimulate private and public investments in the hydrogen sector? 
§ How to encourage substantial policy changes in favour of hydrogen take-up? 
§ What sectoral mix should be considered? 
 
 
POLICY 
• Kerstin Jorna, Director General of DG GROW 
• MEP Jens Geier 
 
BUSINESS 
• C-level business representatives 

 
CIVIL SOCIETY 
• Trade association 
 
ACADEMIA or Post-session interview  
• Gökçe Mete, Research Fellow, Stockholm Energy Institute 
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PILLAR 1 

S7 - Is the transport industry Green Deal-compatible?  

2021 was the European Year of the Rail. Sustainable fuels, night trains, electric 
cars… The transport sector is constantly evolving and adapting to new challenges. 
Besides, not only does it connect the continent by ensuring safer and faster 
journeys, but it also contributes greatly to the economy. Yet, it still accounts for 25 
% of EU greenhouse gases emissions.  

• How to rethink mobility in Europe to reach the Green Deal’s objective?  
• How to make transport both accessible and carbon neutral by 2050? 
• How can it remain affordable and efficient for consumer? 
• What opportunities and challenges? What investments are needed?   

 
POLICY 

• Adina Valean, Commissioner for Transport 
• Henrik Hololei, Director-General of the European Commission’s DG MOVE 

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA 

• Trade association 
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PILLAR 1 

S8 - Clean Tech investment in Europe: The role of entrepreneurship 
& innovation in achieving net-zero emissions 

15 minutes interview/keynote 

Kick-off segment with: 
• Commissioner for Innovation, Maryia Gabriel 

 

1 hour panel discussion 

“To keep our climate goals within reach the next ten years must be a decade of 
delivery, not deliberation” said COP26 President Alok Sharma. Indeed, with a net-
zero emissions objective by mid-century, Europe, as the rest of the world, need to 
scale up research and development of new clean technologies. Today, EU 
cleantech lacks demand and the capital needed to scale-up, driving competitive and 
innovative companies abroad.  
It will be necessary to use not only public but also private capital to boost innovation, 
and in a way that puts climate impact and not investment returns as the primary 
goal. 

SPEAKERS 
• Gaetan Bonhomme, Breakthrough Energy Ventures Europe 
• Jules Besnainou, CleanTech for Europe 
• C-level representatives 
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S9 - Financing a sustainable and innovative Europe: how to attract 
investments?  
 
European investments in climate change mitigation and towards the digital transition 
are still insufficient. From new farming technologies to the decarbonisation of the 
European economy, resources and investments are needed. Through initiatives 
such as the European Innovation Council, the European Commission aims to 
develop an ecosystem that allows entrepreneurs to develop new endeavours, which 
will require the funding of high-risk SMEs, funding diverse and inclusive 
organisations as well as funding throughout the entire financing chain, including the 
latest stages.  
 

• How to ensure that “finance meets science” efficiently?  
• How to make sure private and public investment opportunities are used to 

their full capacity?  
• How to attract start-ups and develop European “unicorns”?  
• How to create a competitive and integrated ecosystem that allows for 

investments, innovation and R&D?   
 
 
POLICY 

• Elisabetta Siracusa, Advisor DG FISMA 
• MEP Maria da Graça Carvalho (ITRE; rapporteur on the Strategic 

Innovation Agenda of the EIT; co-chair of the Intergroup on Sustainable, 
Long-Term Investments and Competitive European Industry)  

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  

• Prof. Philippe Aghion (Collège de France/LSE) 
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PILLAR 1 

S10 - Sustainable agriculture: how to feed 450 million Europeans?  
 
Frequent heat waves and droughts have greatly increased yield losses in agriculture 
over the last fifty years, a sector which represents 11 % of all greenhouse gas 
emission in Europe.  The climate crisis has thus highlighted the need to adapt 
Europe’s food production to fit a more sustainable model. The Farm to fork strategy, 
a cornerstone of the Green Deal calls for a reduction by 50 % of the use of chemical 
pesticides and aims to increase the share of organic farming to 25 % which will 
undoubtedly be a challenge for the agricultural sector.  
 

• What can be done to boost sustainable food production, processing and 
distribution techniques?  

• How to make sure that European food production remains competitive while 
ensuring a fair income for producers?  

• How to ensure sustainable and resilient food supply chains across the bloc? 
• What regulations for new genomic techniques?  

 
 
POLICY 

• Janusz Wojciechowski, Commissioner for Agriculture 
• Representative of the European Parliament 

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  

• Trade association 
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S11 - Beyond the Green Deal’s net-zero objectives: can we still 
avoid sea-level rise? 

10 million litres of ice per second melt in the height of summer in Greenland; record 
temperatures of 38°C have been recorded In the Arctic. This unprecedented melting 
of ice in the Atlantic may stop the Gulf stream and would lead to a much colder 
climate and increase Europe’s energy consumption. The Green Deal and Paris 
agreement’s objective of net zero emissions by 2050, while stopping further CO2 
emissions, will not allow to reduce the carbon already present in the atmosphere. 
The scientific community calls for more immediate actions to reach negative 
emissions and avoid the Arctic ice melting.  

• Can the Carbon Border Adjustment mechanism (CBAM) help?  
• What additional measures are needed?  
• How will industries adapt to this reality? 

 
POLICY 

• Kurt Vandenberghe – EU Green Deal Advisor to President von der Leyen  
• Janez Potocnik – Co-Chair, UN International Resource Panel, Former 

Commissioner for Environment 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA 

• Dr Wouter van Dieren – Club of Rome 
• Sir David King – Cambridge Centre for Climate Repair 
• Professor Harald Sverdrup – Norwegian Resource expert 
• Sir David Attenborough  

 
Moderated by: Hans van der Loo – Chairman Advisory board, IIER  
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PILLAR 2: Developing a reliable online ecosystem 
 

I1 - Opening conversation  
 
Opening discussion with Commission Vice-President Vera Jourova  
 

 
S1 - Artificial Intelligence: striking the right balance between 
safety and innovation  
 
Artificial intelligence is an area of strategic importance and a key player for Europe’s 
economic development in the years to come but has also been identified as one of 
the most disruptive technologies. Smart information systems represent a major 
opportunity for innovation. Today, increased investments and research are needed 
for the EU to be a global player in the field of artificial intelligence. However, the 
development of this technology ought to be coupled with a regulation ensuring the 
respect of human rights and a human-centric approach to AI.  
 

• How to promote and develop the use of AI in Europe?  
• What framework should be used to regulate AI? 
• What areas should be considered “high-risk” and what should it entail? 

 
 
POLICY 

• Roberto Viola, DG of DG CONNECT 
• MEP Eva Kailli 

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  

• Prof. Andrea Renda (CEPS) 
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PILLAR 2 

S2 – Plateform regulations: how to build a trusted ecosystem? 
 
Online spaces have been a source of great opportunities, but also a source of 
instability and insecurity when not regulated properly. Shaping Europe’s digital 
future is one of the most pressing issue identified by the European Commission 
today. With the Digital Markets Act and other legislative proposals, the EU aims to 
ramp up its competition law. 
 

• Can antitrust legislations foster innovation? 
• What implications at the international level? 
•  How to avoid a one-size-fits-all approach and create regulations fitting 

diverse business models? 
 
POLICY 

• Olivier Guersent, Director General DG COMP 
• MEP Stéphanie Yon-Courtin 

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  
 

 

S3 – Creating resilience and security against cyberthreats   

In order to deal with cyber attacks, the European Union will need a global approach 
at the EU-level, at the national level but also targeted, local action which will 
undoubtely require public-private cooperation, more coordination, research and 
increased investments.    

• How to create a safer online environment?  
• What efforts will be needed from the private and public sectors?  
• How to boost international cooperation on the issue?  

POLICY 
• EEAS 
• MEP Bart Groothuis 

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representative 
 

CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  
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S4 - Datasharing: can the European Union lead the way?   

GDPR was one of the most striking example of the Brussels effect and a real 
success. Three years later, one of the EU’s main digital challenges is to create a 
competitive data market, while protecting consumers. 
The Gaia-X project which aims to develop a federated European data infrastructure 
is therefore a great opportunity to achieve that goal and position Europe as the 
global standard as is the proposed European Strategy for Data.  

• What standards should Europe propose?  
• How to make data more available and efficient?  
• What investments are needed? 

 
POLICY 
• Representative of the European Commission 
• Representative of the European Parliament  

 
BUSINESS 
• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  
• Olivier Sichel, chairman Digital New Deal 
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PILLAR 3: Europe’s global trade partnerships 
 

I1 - Opening conversation with High Representative Josep Borrell 
 

S1 - A new transatlantic relationship 

The new US administration, following the 2020 election has been seen in the EU as 
an opportunity to rebuild the transatlantic partnership. An important trade partner for 
the EU, the United States have been a longstanding ally of Europe and will remain 
a key player to tackle the most pressing issues faced by Europeans – be it climate 
change or digital transformation.  

• How to effectively boost the cooperation between the US and the European 
Union?  

• What opportunities would re-launching the transatlantic relationship bring for 
the EU? 

•  How can it help set global standards and reinforce Europe’s place on the 
global stage?   

 
POLICY 
• Representative of the EC 
• MEP Miapetra Kumpula-Natri, Vice chair, Delegation for relations with the US 
 
BUSINESS 
• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  
• German Marshall Fund of the US 

 
S2 - A strong partnership between the EU and China 
Amongst the strongest economies in the world, the European Union and China 
would greatly benefit from reinforced cooperation. Faced by similar issues, such as 
climate change, China and the EU have become major trading partners. While the 
latest negotiations on investments undoubtedly deepened the relationship, the 
dialogue has nevertheless been complicated by issues such as labour law and 
human rights as well as the establishment of a level playing field for European 
companies.  

• How can China and the EU deepen their relationship? 
• How can they work together to tackle climate change and the energy 

transition?  
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PILLAR 3 

S3 - The EU-Indo-Pacific cooperation: high stakes & high hopes 
 
Indo-Pacific economies are in the global spotlight as the region marks an impressive 
post-pandemic bounce-back. As competition for Indo-Pacific markets and influence 
steps up, attention is increasingly focused on the ASEAN, one of the region’s key 
actors as well as one of the EU’s newest “strategic partner”, which is home to about 
17,000 European businesses which have a strong interest in developing closer 
economic integration and closer EU-ASEAN relations. 

• What are the key opportunities and challenges facing European businesses 
leaders as they compete for ASEAN markets? 

• Is ASEAN on track to achieve its goals of building an integrated frontier-free 
single market? 

• As other geopolitical actors step up their trade engagement in the region, can 
the EU give more content and focus to its strategic partnership with ASEAN 
by – finally – re-starting negotiations on an EU-ASEAN free trade agreement?  

 
POLICY 

• Igor Driesmans, EU Ambassador to ASEAN based in Jakarta 
• Helena Konig, Deputy Secretary General EEAS 

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
Moderated by: Shada Islam 
 

 
S4 – The Polish example: how to create dynamic environments 
attracting businesses, startups and investments?  
 
At the beginning of this year, the Polish government has adopted the new Polish 
Energy Policy, and the country is now trying to adapt its economy to the EU’s Green 
Deal. Poland will notably have to phase out coal and become more energy efficient. 
 

• What are Poland’s assets to adapt to these challenges?  
• What are the priorities? 
• Which energy mix can Poland adopt? 

What will this mean in terms of mobility, transport and affordability? 
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PILLAR 3 

S5 - European sovereignty: Scaling up the EU’s defence 
capacities 
 
Scaling up the EU’s defence industry is a major challenge for the continent. The 
pandemic has shown the importance of ensuring the EU’s strategic autonomy on 
the global stage. The EU invested 205 billion euros in 2020 in defence industrial 
projects.  

• What are the next steps needed for the defence industry?  
• How to develop infrastructures and encourage innovation?  
• How can the Covid recovery boost the development of European defence 

initiatives?  
 
 
POLICY 

• Jiri Sedivy, Executive Chair of the European Defence Agency 
• Kris Peeters, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank 

 
BUSINESS 

• C-level business representatives 
 
CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA  

• International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) 
• Alice Billon-Galland, Research Fellow, Chatam House 
 

 
 


